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sciously, between the Koran and the Bible. Such a com-
parison, however, should always be cognizant of the great
differences between them, relating not only to matters in-
ternal but to. external facts. The Koran was the work of
one man: Mohammed, the unlettered prophet of Arabia.
Many writers contributed to the Old and the New Testa-
ments: historians, jurists, poets, prophets, philosophers,
sages. The Koran is claimed to have been revealed, bit by
bit, through the brief period of twenty-three years. Mate-
rial for the formation of the Bible canon took from twelve
to sixteen centuries for its accumulation, to quote the two
extremes of chronological estimate. The New Testament
forms less than one-quarter of the whole Bible. The Koran
is about two-thirds the length of the New Testament. The
Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic,
and Greek. The Koran was composed in Arabic alone.
Biblical theology must recognize many trends of thought
and a gradual development of doctrine through centuries.
Variations of teaching in the Koran are confined to the
slight changes of belief of one man during religious experi-
ences covering but a quarter of a century.
It is extremely doubtful whether Mohammed ever came
into actual contact with the Jewish and Christian Scriptures.
Biblical stories plainly filtered down to him through oral
rabbinical traditions of the Talmud. From the same
source was derived his esehatology. His account of the life
of Jesus seems to have reached him through a, corrupted
oral tradition or through echoes of the apocryphal (»ospels.
His conception of the doctrine of the Trinity, us consisting of
the Father, the Son, and the Virgin Mary, was his inter-
pretation of the only sort of Christianity he knew. AH this
reflects light upon the source of his doctrine of (!o<I and
of his noblest spiritual conceptions. It is inconceivable
that a man who regarded Mary the mother of Jesus as one
with Mary the sister of Moses, and who believed that
Haman was prominent in Pharaoh's court, had so searched
the Scriptures as to assimilate their religious teachings.
The Koranic doctrine of (rod has much in common with
the view of the Old Testament, but the coincidence, in my

